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The last week of Expedition 49 found us anchored at Hurricane Hole. Dr. Ross, 
our chief scientist, helped students to inspect and revise the data needed to 
complete their research projects. Often this required more time in the water 
observing and measuring conditions, followed by written and graphic summaries 
of findings. 


With three days left until the end of the class, we held informal meetings to 
discuss the content and conclusions of each project. The lab and saloon areas 
were full of books and groups of students revising their project reports. 


We left Hurricane Hole, sailing into the sunset. It was a tranquil moonlight 
passage to Old San Juan, Puerto Rico. As finished reports piled up in the lab, 
the tone of seriousness lightened into gaiety. The customary roast beef dinner, 
with a rum punch on the table, climaxed the festivities, and students and crew 
reflected on their experiences around the punch bowl. 


For Geoff, Bermuda was the low point of the trip, but sunrises at sea offered 
compensation. John is looking forward to his next moped ride, despite having 
broken his wrist in an accident in Bermuda. Laren's favorite moment was waking 
up in the jib boom nets to find dolphins playing directly below her, just off 
Tortola. She also remarked that if that was a small gale we ran into, she would- 
n't care to meet its mother! 


rr Doug was amazed at how quickly the students had adapted and learned the ship's 
routine. For Teresa, the best part of the whole trip was when she caught a gi- 
gantic, record-size dorado fish. Sue's memorable experiences included climbing 
aloft, being exposed to the elements, taking salt water showers, and being on 
watch at ridiculous hours. Kathy remembers waking up the first night out of 
Gloucester and being tossed about roughly, 'It wasn't that scary," she says, 
"but it was an experience I'll never forget.'' She also enjoyed bow watches on 
calm nights. 


Pat said she enjoyed the meeting of the main watch on the royal yard on the morn- 
ing we sailed into St. John. Steve felt the voyage was the greatest experience he'd 
ever had: "It most definitely confirmed my plans to go on to graduate school in 
Oceanography. It is so hard to describe this expedition. If people could realize 
what we have just done, they would all want a chance at this opportunity." 


And so it was with feelings of camaraderie through our shared experiences that 
Expedition 49 drew to a close. 
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Now REGINA MARIS is laying over in Old San Juan, Puerto Rico, between expeditions. 
Pier 8, where we are berthed as usual, is undergoing reconstruction, as are all the 
other piers between the cruise ship docks at one end of the harbor and the container 
ship docks at the other. Right now our pier is a mess of concrete rubble and twisted 
steel bars. At first we were told that we would have to anchor in the channel, but 
our friend Senor Santos found us a berth. Now we are tucked in sideways between 
piers 7 and 8. Ahead of us Pier 8 is being jackhammered to bits. Astern, Pier 7 

is being shored up with the help of a pile-driver. On the port side, our yards 
overhang a rusty iron shed in which forklifts are repaired. In this particular 

spot swimming is hazardous--as George would say, it's "not exactly the garden spot 
of the Greater Antilles." 


The ship is quieter and more personal now that the students have left and outgoing 
crew have departed. But now a smaller band of dedicated young sailors have found 
a new kind of harmony. Ahead lie painting and polishing, rigging and sail repairs, 
and the usual repairs in the engine room. We have bought a book entitled Learning 
Spanish Step by Step and are beginning to pick up the language. ‘Three weeks o 
practice has helped everyone's grasp of Spanish, As our skills improve day by day, 
so does our ability to do business in a foreign culture. 


Every day we begin work an hour early and take an hour off for a mid-day siesta. 

The results of our labors are rewardingly visible, as REGINA looks increasingly 
well-cared-for. Progress is being made despite the frustrations of doing business 

in a Latin culture. The pace of life in Puerto Rico is slower than we are accustomed 
to, and local merchants tend to ask higher rates as well. 


For recreation, we have toured the centuries-old forts that surround San Juan and 
organized trips to the Bacardi distillery, the rain forest, and several lovely 
beaches. Wednesday nights we watch movies aboard via rented videotapes. Several 
crew members have made stitched or macrame ditty bags which do honor to the sailor's 
ancient pastime, 


We sit rocking slowly in the wake of a passing tug, as the white-hot sun sears down 
from the dusty heaven. The jackhammers and pile-drivers are silenced for the siesta. 
Some crew members nap in shady spots, while others are running errands in town. With 
two weeks to go before what we expect to be a warm and quiet Christmas, we wish a 
happy holiday to all our readers, 


Respectfully submitted, 


Evan Logan, Master 
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ATTENTION STUDENTS! Would you or someone you know be interested in participating in 
one of our upcoming classes? Fifteen semester-hours of credit are awarded through the 
University of Massachusetts at Amherst for 12 weeks of study: 6 weeks in Gloucester 
and 6 weeks aboard our research vessel, the tall ship REGINA MARIS, The ship portion 
alone is occasionally available by special arrangement. 


Class 84.2 (12 February 1984-9 May 1984): After students join REGINA in Puerto Plata, 
Dominican Republic, they will survey the humpback whales on their breeding ground, 
Silver Bank, Next the class will examine coral reefs and pelagic habitats charac- 
teristic of tropical seas; and during the passage back to Gloucester, they will ob- 
serve the physical and biological characteristics of the waters as the ship passes 
from the tropics into the temperate zone, Classes 82.3 and 82.4 (30 April-20 July 
1984 and 11 June-31 August 1984): During each of two consecutive voyages, students 
will board REGINA MARIS in Gloucester and spend six weeks studying the dynamics of 
feeding communities in the Gulf of Maine. Humpback and other whales, as well as sea- 
birds, will be used to locate areas of high biological productivity, in order to 
better understand the interrelationships between species and their environment. 


Class 84.5 (10 September-5 December 1984): Upon boarding REGINA MARIS in Gloucester, 
students will sail across the Gulf Stream to the Caribbean in order to conduct research 
on coral reef and offshore ecosystems, previously examined in the spring, in order to 
look for seasonal variations in these habitats. Class 84.6 (12 November 1984-13 Feb- 
ruary 1985): Students will join REGINA in Puerto Plata, Dominican Republic, to under- 
take our eighth year of study into the behavioral ecology of humpback whales on Silver 
Bank, their principal North Atlantic breeding ground. 


For further information, write the Society at 19 Harbor Loop, Gloucester, MA 01930, 
or call Stuart Goldman, Director of Admissions, at 1-800-447-2022. If calling from 
Massachusetts, call (617) 283-1475 collect. You could be helping someone you know 
achieve the educa pone), of a lifetime. Name, college address, and phone 
number are all we need 1 : potential students. 
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